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f'the start of every new year is about
anticipating whatlies ahcad, a
wonderful new collection of 1950s
romantic thrillers is defiantly

nostalgic and rewards time spent in a
deliciously sordid past.

The brainchild of renowned
romance publisher Mills and Boon,
the six stories gathered in The
Vintage Collection arc hardly your
expected and oft-maligned M&B fare.
No fluttering hearts, ripped bodices or
coy cliches here.

These novels —and the reproduced
covers are fantastic — arc the printed
equivalent of Hollywood film noir
and feature a literary litany of
dangcrous damcs, black hat villains,
white hat heroes, tawdry dives,
exotic capers and cold-blooded murder,
1950s style.

In Alan Handley’s Kiss Your Elbow,
reality and make-belicve blur for actor
Tim Briscoe when he discovers the
corpse of Nellie Brant.

Suddenly, Briscoe must confront
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characters unlike any he has seen

or heard in the theatre, including

the clusive man in the dark glasscs,
the ex-silent movie star who’ll do
anything for a slug of alcohol, and
Maggic, so often wounded by love and
deserving of a decent break.

Dale Bogard’s Pardon My Body
begins as headlights illuminate the
long, stockinged legs of the fetching
Julia Casson, before taking the
reader into a tawdry world of gunmen,
straight and bent cops, ready-for-bed
belles and murder.

Virgin With Butterflies, by Tom
Powers, introduces a smooth, gorgeous
blonde who can pick up a guy as quickly
as she can dump him.

She may be just a cigarette girl
working on Chicago’s meaner streets,
but she’s about to enter the world of an
Indian raja, a randy sheik and a
mysterious bloke said to be the
Rockefeller of Burma.

Perry Lindsay’s No Nice Girlis a
tale of devious women undone by their
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own wiles.

British-born writer James Hadley
Chasc, who wrote morc than 80
mystery books, has two stories in The
Vintage Collection.

I'll Bury My Dead finds Nick English
vowing to avenge his murdered brother
until his efforts spark a chain reaction of
murder and violence.

Chase’s other yarn is You Never
Know With Women, fcaturing beautiful
stripper Veda Rux, who nicks a
priceless dagger from millionaire
Lindsay Brett’s safe.

Iired to return the dagger before the
theft is discovered, PI Floyd Jackson
becomes blinded by Veda’s charms and
his fate is sealed.

Unashamedly commercial yet still
cvocative and daring, the six yarns in
The Vintage Collection recall an era and
a style of storytelling the influences of
which are plainly cvident in the modern
crime thriller.

Romance isn’t dead, but it sure can
be deadly.
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